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notes from the composer

Psalm 73 includes some of my wife Colette's favourite biblical passages, so when she asked me to

set it to music it presented a double challenge: paying close attention to the text for its own sake,

and writing a piece which would be a meaningful gift for her. | chose sections of the psalm which
present the dramatic arc of someone trying to make sense of suffering and loneliness. Colette and |
spent much time together with both the text and the music as it was unfolding. This was an amazingly,
rewarding experience for me, and | dedicate the piece to her. God, always with us both, upholding

us, guiding with His counsel, and someday to receive us to glory, is indeed the strength of our he

and our portion forever. 0

text for printing in program
words from Psalm 73 (compiled by the composer) Q
Whom have | in heaven? bo

My feet had almost stumbled,
my steps had nearly slipped,

all day long | have been stricken, E @

and rebuked every morning.
How can | comprehend all this?
| am weary, | am troubled.

And then | came into the sanctuary of God: Q\

| am always with you,

you hold my right hand,

with your counsel you will guide me, 4
you will receive me to glory.

Whom have | in heaven but

There is nothing on eart @uesides You.
My flesh may fail and \’@t may fail,

but God is the stren%my heart

and my portionwle d ever!

DaydggU¥es is a university professor, mentor, and composer who has also served
orship pastor for several churches across Canada. With an extensive catalogue

&\ mber, choral, and orchestral music, he is equally at home writing for amateurs
students as for professional musicians.
“When | create something, | feel | am most like the Creator. | am coming into contact

in a fully embodied way with the one who made all things, and who in turn made me
to make things. This is a mystery—one which nourishes.”

David can be contacted at david.squires@twu.ca
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music by David Squires

J:c.72 like a lament for Colette words from Psalm 73
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poco a poco rit. J =¢.60 with awe and mystery
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repeat ad lib. and fade*
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*

here is no specific limit on the number of repetitions. The goal is to conclude the piece as quietly as practically possible,

as if the music is disappearing into the distance. One performance option is for the choir members to recess from the stage/hall
while repeating these three measures. Another option, especially with a larger choir, is to gradually reduce the number of singers
on each part in successive repetitions.





